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MONDAY, APRIL 11, 1859. 
James Henthobn Todd, D. D., President, in the Chair. 
The Eev. De. Eeeves read the following — 

MEMOIR OF THE CHTJECH OV ST. DTJIXECH. 

St. Duilech* is one of those early Irish ecclesiastics whose memory ia 
preserved in the Calendar and local association, but of whose history, and 
even date, almost all documentary evidence has perished. Ledwich, 
indeed, refers to a statement, that a life of the saint was preserved at 
Malahide ;f but such a record, if it ever existed, is now unknown ; and 
in the absence of any mention of the saint's name in our Annals, we are 
obliged to fall back upon his pedigree as the only available material even 
for conjecture as to the age in which he lived. He is set forth in the 
sacred genealogies^ as the son of Malach, or Amhalgaidh, son of Sinell, 
and eighth in descent from Fergus Mac Eosa, whose date is referred to 
the Christian era. But, allowing thirty yeara to a generation, this would 
only bring him down to the year of our Lord 240 ; so that several gene- 
rations are manifestly omitted. However, there are other saints of the 
same race, the dates of whose obits, or the names of whose contempo- 
raries are recorded, and whose relative distance from a common head will 



* It was the fashion in the last century to make St. Duilech a Dane. The process was 
effected by presuming that the name was the same as Tullock, which was a familiar form of 
St. Olave. St. Olave's festival is the 29th of July ; but in Ireland it appears to have been 
kept on the 1st of August. At that day we find among the Prtctermissa, in the Acta 
Sanctorum, the following notice: — "Doloehus seuTolochus peregrinus in tabulis Hiber- 
nicis hac die notatus est ; verum, cum solum nomen ibi reperiam, exspecto, qui me de 
vita, tetate, et inaxime de cultu doceat" (Aug., torn, i., p. 3 6, 1733). None of the Irish 
Calendars have any name like these at Aug. i, and St. Pellegrini, the Irish hermit, who 
gave name to Monti di S. Pellegrini, is the only Irish saint at this day who merits the 
title peregrinus. St. Tullock's-lane, off Fishamble-street, Dublin, derived its name from 
the chapel of St. Tullock, orOlaf ("EcclesiaSti. Olavi," estimated in the Papal Taxation 
of 1291 at ix a . a year.) In reference to which the following remarks are cited by Led- 
wich from a survey of the city and diocese, published in 1747 : — " In Bove-street, now 
called Fishamble-street, stood formerly a chapel of ease to St. John's Church, dedicated 
to St. Doulach, an anchoret, whose feast is celebrated on the 1st of August; on which 
day, and during its octave, is visited a famous well in Fingal, between Balgriffin and 
Kinsaley , about five miles from Dublin, contiguous to a church sacred to the memory of 
this venerable solitary, whose life was formerly preserved at Malahide, but now not to 
be met with" (Antiquities of Ireland, p. 146, second edition). But this notion concerning 
the identity of SS. Duilech and Tuloch, though prevalent in the early part of the eigh- 
teenth century, was erroneous, the former being of Irish extraction, whose day was the 
17th of November, while the latter was a Dane, whose festival was the 29th of July — 
See Lanigan, Eccles. Hist., vol. iii., p. 359 ; Dr. Todd's Introduction to the Obits, &c., 
of Christ Church, p. lxxxjii. 

t See the passage in italics in the preceding note. 

j Senchas Naomh Erend, in the Book of Lecau, fol. 38ad, where he is styled Oui- 
leach Clochairi.— Book of Ballymote, fol 12(% ; JIacfirbis, Geneal. MS. (R. I. A.), 
p. 733. 
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measure that of St. Duilech. St. Mochoemhog, or Pulcherius, who was 
ten degrees, died in 656 ; Cruimther Fraech, who was nine degrees, was 
a contemporary of St. Columcille, who died in 597 ; St. IarlathofTuam, 
who was eight degrees, was a little senior to St. Brendan, and flourished 
about 540 ; and lastly, St. Mobhi,* surnamed Mae Ui Alda (from Alia, 
a common ancestor with St. Duilech), was uncle to St. Duilech, and seven 
degrees, and his obit is recorded by Tighernach at 630. "We may, there- 
fore, taking an average of the dates of these ecclesiastics, all of whom 
were of the race of Conmaicne, son Fergus mac Rosa, assign the year 600 
as about the age in which St. Duilech flourished. 

His festival is the 17th of November ; and in the calendar of Christ 
Church he is styled " Sanctus Dulech Episcopus et Confessor,"f though 
in the Martyrology simply " Sanctus Dulech Confessor." J But what- 
ever may have been his ecclesiastical rank, his patronage was very limited, 
for, besides the church under consideration, I know of none other where 
he was commemorated, unless Cillduleg,§ which was the Irish name of 
Grange Gorman, was derived from him. 

That there was an early local veneration of his memory appears from 
the Feilire of iEngus (a composition of the commencement of the ninth 
century), where at his festival, November 17, he is introduced in the 
verse : — 

la Duilech caiN clocham. 

"With Duilech the beautiful, of Clochar.|] 

After him, in 1171, Maelmuire, or Marian O'Gorman, in his metri- 
cal Calendar, at same day, notices 

Duilech cnaibDech clochain. 

Duilech the devout, of Clochar. 



* He ia to be distinguished from St. Mobhi, surnamed Clairenech, the patron saint of 
Gla9 Naoidhen (Glasnevin), who died in 544, on the 12th of October; and from Mobhi 
Caillech of Domhnach Broc (Donnybrook), whose day is September 30. The present 
is Mobhi of Cluain Fannabhair, Dec. 13. In the Grange of Milverton, about three mites 
north of Lusk, is an ancient cemetery, with the traces of a small chapel, called St. Movee, 
and near it a holy well, called St. Movee's Welt, at the head of which is a large stone 
supported on rests, like a cromlech, and having a small incised cross. The water of this 
well was believed to possess great virtue in cases of ague and sore eyes. 

t Obits of Christ Church, p. 71. J Ibid., p. 179. 

§ In 1186 Pope Urban III. confirmed to the Church of the Holy Trinity Cellduleg; in 
a note on which Archbishop Alan writes Grange Gorman (Regist., fol. 175a, ad calcS). 
King John confirmed the original grants to the same house, specifying the donors' names, 
and among them ex dono CithuriciJUii Absolea (Sitric son of Amlaf) Kealdulig (ib., fol. 
175 6) ; upon which Archbishop Alan notes Killduleg, i.e. Grangegorman (ib., fot 176a, 
adcalc). Luke, Archbishop of Dublin, circ. 1220, confirmed these possessions, and among 
others, Grangiam eorum ultra pontem, quae vacatur Kyldulye ; upon which Alan notes alias 
Cellduleg etiam Gorman (ib. fol. 1766). These entries are worthy of notice, for Arch- 
dall, followed by others, reads Bealdulech, which he identifies with Baldoyle (Monast. 
Hib., p. 148). Mr. D' Alton, on the other hand, makes Kealdnlech to be St Doulaghs 
(Hist. Co. Dublin, p. 225), though elsewhere he returns to Baldovlc (ib., p. 173). 

II Leabhar Breac, fol. 406 (MS. R. I. A.). 
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Upon the former of which is the gloss : — O Clochaip O111I15 ppia 
paelbpuim anbfpp .1. 1 caeb Suipb Colann cille, — ' of Clochar- 
Duiligh, by Faeldrum* orrthe south, i. e. beside Sord of Columcille.' 

And upon the latter: — ppi paelopumi ant>Cp 1 pinegall, 'by 
Faeldrum on the south, in FingalL' 

Or, as O'Clery, more fully, in the Calendar of Donegall : — t)uileach 
Clochaip, ppi paelopuim an Dfpp .1. pine gall:! agup Clocap 
t)uilich ainm a baile, la caob Suipb Choluimchille. Oo pliocc 
Commaic mic pepgapa mic Ropa true Uu6pai6e t>o. ' Duilech of 
Clochar by Feldruim, on the south, in Fingal ; and Clochar-Duiligh is 
the name of his town, beside Swords of Columcille. He was of the race 
of Conmac, son of Fergus, son of Ros, son of Rughraidhe.' 

Thus, Clochar is given as the Irish name of his church in native do- 
cuments, ranging from 800 to 1600. 

But, like many primitive foundations, it lost its local importance in 
the twelfth century, when superseded, on account of position, family 
interest, or some other cause, by the parish church. In the Bull of Pope 
Alexander III., which confirmed to St. Laurence O'Toole, in 1179, the 
possession of his see, mention is made of many ancient churches in the 
county, both north and south of the city, but none of St. Duilech' s: there 
is, however, a denomination called Tertia Pars de Clochair\ [epian 
Clochaip], which may have denoted the site and land of this ancient 
church, then waste. 

The parish that absorbed St. Duilech' s cell was Ballygriffin, which 
probably first obtained its severalty, as it got the name of Griffindown, 
under a "Welsh settler. The new parish church was founded close to the 
manorial castle of Balgriflin, and its outline is still discernible on the 
sward at the left-hand side entering the avenue of Balgriflin Park. It is 
not marked on the Ordnance Survey, § and might escape any eye but one 
accustomed to the shades of extinct churches. It consisted of a nave 
and chancel, about eighteen yards long. The churchyard also is under 
meadow, but a faint outline of its precincts remains. This church was 
under the patronage of St. Sampson, a Cambrian saint, || and thus the 
parochial name and the dedication agree in indicating a Welsh occupant 
about the time of the English Invasion. 

In the taxation of 1291 the " Ecclesia de Balygriffyn" is rated at £8, 
a large sum for those days; but no notice is taken of St. Duilech's Chapel ; 



* Faeldruim, i. e. "Wolf-hill," now Feltrim, a remarkable eminence in the parish of 
Kinsaley. 

f That is, the ' territory of the strangers,' not as if piorm 5ml, ' White strangers or 
Norwegians,' which is sometimes stated. Even in Anglo-Norman records the etymolo- 
gical form Finegal, Finagall, is preserved. 

J Eegist. Alani, fol. la. In the confirmation of the possessions of Christ Church by 
Pope Urban III. (1186) the name is written Trianchochair (Reg. Alani, fol. 175a). 

§ Ordnance Survey, county of Dublin, sheet 15. 

|| His day is July 28. See Act. SS. Julii, torn, vi., p. 568 ; Mabillon, Act. SS. O., 
Bcned., torn, i., p. 174; Rees, Essay 011 the Welsh Saints, pp. 228, 253. 
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nor indeed does its name occur in diocesan or legal records till the close 
of the fifteenth century. About the year 1400 Thomas Comyn, who was 
seised of the manor of Ballygriffin and its appendant advowson of the 
church of St Sampson of Ballygriifin, with the approbation of the Pope 
and the license of the Crown, assigned the advowson of the church, with 
two acres of land, to the prior and convent of the church of the Holy 
Trinity for ever.* Subsequently, Mary, the widow of said Thomas, 
claimed the advowson, and on the death of William Norragh, the rector, 
presented one John "White; but, on a hearing of the case, her claim was 
disallowed ; and towards the close of the century Walter Fitzsimon, 
Archbishop of Dublin, confirmed to the cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
the church of Ballygriffin with its glebe, and the Chapel of St. Bolachy in 
that parish, together with the tithes and oblations pertaining to the 
same.f This is the title of Christ Church to the appropriate rectory of 
Balgriffin and the advowson of St. Doulagh's, which are enjoyed by the 
precentor of that cathedral.! 

Archbishop Alan's parochial survey of the diocese, called the Reper- 
torium Viride, compiled in 1532, notices the parish church of Bally- 
griffin, with a glebe of two acres, called Cloghavagh, granted to the church 
of the Holy Trinity by Thomas Comyn, but, what is remarkable, he 
makes no mention at all of the chapel of St. Duilech. 

However, in the recasting of parochial relations in the diocese after 
the Reformation, the relative conditions of this church and chapel were 
inverted, and the Regal Visitation of 1615 represents St. Dowlocks as the 
parish church, and Ballygriffin as a ruined chapel pertaining to St. Dow- 
locks :§ and so it virtually continues to this day. 

The building which now serves as the parish church is a mean struc- 
ture, lying up to the north side of the ancient tower. || The inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood distinguish the two edifices by the names of the 
Church, and the Castle. On the present occasion I shall not attempt any 
architectural description of the old building, as its details have been very 
satisfactorily set out by Mr. John S. Sloane, in an excellent paper which 
he read, May, 1856, before St. Patrick's Ecclesiological Society, and 

* Regist. Alani, pp. 47-49, Trin. Coll. Dub. copy, now wanting in the original. 

t " Eccleaiam de Ballygriffine una cum gleba ejusdem, et capellam Sti. Dolachy in 
eadem parochia cum decimia et oblationibus eidem pertinentibus." — Reg. Alani, p. 42 
(copy in Marsh's Library : p. 33 of copy in Trin. Coll. Dublin — this part being now want- 
ing in the original). 

| See " Second Report on Ecclesiastical Revenue and Patronage in Ireland" (1834), 
pp. 42, 184, 185, 300. 

§ " Eccleaia St. Dowlocks. — Residens. Idem minister («c. Patricius Beghan de Bal- 
doyle) legens. Ecclesia et cancella, bene cum libris. Balgriffin. — Capella ruinata, spec- 
tans ad St. Dowlocks." 

I It is reported to have been erected within the memory of a person still living. 
However, there must previously have been an edifice on the same site, as the structure of 
that part of the tower which is enclosed in the church proves. Indeed, we can hardly refer 
to any chamber in St. Doulagh's proper the assertion in the Survey of 1747: "The steeple 
is still up, as is also the church, which is now much smaller than formerly. Divine ser- 
vice is performed there once a fortnight." — Ledwich, Antiq., p. 146. 
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which has since been printed.* Suffice it to say that this pile, which 
measures about 48 by 18 feet, comprises seven apartments and three stone 
staircases, and while its position, east and west, and the character of the 
eastern portion indicate its employment as a place of worship, its other 
features show that its use, as such, was limited to the purposes of an indi- 
vidual hermit, or a small community, who occupied the building.f It 
would seem that soon after the erection of the parish church of Ballygriffin, 
in the twelfth century, a chapel was built on or beside the site of St. Du- 
lech's original cell, then probably a ruin,and that in its construction refe- 
rence was had to the requirements of a recluse who immured himself 
therein, and only admitted occasional worshippers. The pile, as it now 
stands, consists mainly of three compartments, the east portion, the west 
portion, andthe tower ; these are coeval in their structure, though differing 
in the character of their masonry, and seem to point to the early part of 
the thirteenth century as the period of their construction. The principal 
window in the south wall of the eastern portion, which is one of the 
oldest features in the building, Mr. Sloane refers to about the year 1230. 
Supposing, then, the church to have been erected at that date for the 
combined purposes of a chapel and an anchorite's abode, we may conceive 
that several interruptions may, in the lapse of years, have taken place 
in the eremitical character of the ecclesiastics who occupied it, and that, 
from time to time, it may have been the abode of an ordinary chaplain. 
But we have, fortunately, one document on record, which expressly 
states the nature of its occupation in the year 1406, which I shall now 
read, and indeed it was the discovery of it which suggested the present 
communication. It is a letter of Indulgence, entered in the original re- 
gistry of Nicholas Fleming, Archbishop of Armagh, preserved in the 
Begistry Office, among the records of that see : — 

" Liter a Indulgencice concesm Anachoritce de Seynt Doulagh. 
" Universis alma? matris Ecclesiffi filiis ad quos prresentes literse nos- 
trae pervenerint, Nicholaus, &c. Quoniam, ut ait Apostolus, &c. Cum 
igitur dominus Eustagius BocheJ capellanus, vir vitse laudabilis et con- 
versations honestaj, anachorita sit inclusus in capella beate Marise Vir- 
ginis ac sanctorum Apostolorum Petri et Pauli§ in Eoghomyr|| Seynt 



* Drawings and descriptions of St. Doulagh's Church, more or less correct, are to be 
seen in Ledwich's Antiquities, p. 144; Grose's Antiquities, vol. ii., p. 78; Miss Beau- 
fort's "Essay on the State of Architecture, &c, in Ireland," in " Transactions of the Royal 
Irish Academy," vol. xv., Antiq., p. 233 ; " Dublin Penny Journal," vol. i., p. 205 ; 
Wakeman's " Handbook of Irish Antiquities" (frontispiece) ; and a description in Brewer's 
Beauties of Ireland, vol. i., p. 236; and Bell's Essay on Gothic Architecture, p. 105. 

t Ware mentions St. Vulachs as one of the anchorite's cells of Ireland. — Works, 
vol. ii., Antiqq., p. 237. 

X An earlier Eustachius de Rape, Constable of Dublin in 1207, held 3 carucates of land 
in Lusk Rot. Lit. Claus. Tur. Lond., p. 786; Rot. Chart. T. L., p. 172. 

§ It is to be observed here that the hermit's cell is the Chapel of the B. Virgin and 
SS. Peter and Paul, not St. Dnlaehs. 

|| This may be a clerical error for Cloghyr, the ancient name of St. Doulagh ; but see 
Bothomer, infra. 
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Dulagh vulgariter nuncupata, Dublinensis diocesis ; ad cujus sustenta- 
tionem, et dicti loci reparationem, atque ornamentum ejus, non suppetunt 
facilitates, Vestram universitatem hortamur in Domino quatenus cum 
nuncius seu procurator Anachoritae praedicti ad vos venerit pro elemo- 
sinis fidelium Christianorum petendis et habendis, ipsum benigne ad- 
mittatis, ac sua negotia parocbianis vestris sedulo exponatis, ipsos indu- 
centes verbo pariter et exemplo ut ad opus tarn meritorium juxta suas 
facultates conferant subsidia caritatis. Et nos, ut mentes fidelium ad id 
devocius excitemus, omnibus subditis nostris, et aliis Christi fidelibus, 
de suis peccatis vere confessis et contritis, quorum Diocesani hanc nos- 
tram Indulgentiam ratam habuerint pariter et acceptam, qui ad susten- 
tationem Anachoritae praefati, ac reparationem et ornatum ejusdem loci, 
quicquam de bonis sibi a Deo collatis contulerint pia mente, de Dei om- 
nipotentis suaeque praecelsae genitricis Hariae, ac Sanctorum Johannis 
Baptistae et Patricii patronorum nostrorum,* ac omnium Sanctorum, 
misericordia, et auctoritate confisi, quadraginta dies indulgenciae conce- 
dimus per praesentes. Damus insuper nostris paroehianis licentiam per 
praesentes, qui ad prasfatam capellam causa devotionis accesserint in futu- 
rum, ut eidem domino Eustachio sua peccata valeant confiteri, et ab eo 
pro eisdem penitentiam reeipere salutarem. In cujus rei testimonium 
sigillum nostrum prsesentibus est appensum. Datum apud Athirde xv°. 
die mensis Maii, anno Domini M°.cccc m °.vi.°, et nostre Consecrationis 
iii°."t 

At this date tbe fabric seems to have undergone repair, and possibly 
some slight changes may have been made in its structure ; and indeed, 
there are certain features of the building which indicate as their period 
the early part of the fifteenth century. After this, records again leave 
us for a time. But the building itself, by its principal east window, 
speaks of some change or further repairs at the commencement of the 
following century, for the window is plainly of that age, and professes 
a comparatively late insertion. Here again a record in point presents 
itself. By an inquisition sped before John Pele, of Cowduff, escheator 
of the county of Dublin, and returned into Chancery, it was found that 
John Burnell, of Balgriffyn, gent, granted to one John Yong, chaplain, 
and his successors, for the maintenance of a chantry in the chapel of 
St. Bulach, in the county of Dublin, all messuages, lands, and tene- 
ments in Bothomerj Balinacarryk,§ andNetilbed,|| with their appurte- 
nances, of the value of £4 per annum, royal license not having been had. 



* In various entries of the Armagh Registers, St. John the Baptist and St. Patrick are 
jointly styled " patroni nostri." 

f Registrum Fleming, fol. 2a; Registry Office, Armagh. 

% Now known as the townland Bohammer, lying next St. Doulagh's on the north. 
The name, as written above, bears a great resemblance to Roghomyr in the Indulgence, 
which may be a clerical error for Boghomyr. 

§ This may be the modern denomination Ballymacartle, called also Ballymarta. 

II This name is now locally forgotten. 
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Pardon was, on the 22nd of January, 1 506, granted to the said John Yong, 
and his possession of said lands confirmed.* 

Under this new appropriation of the building its final change was no 
doubt made, and its most modern features attached to it. 

The Rev. Dr. Lloyd read a paper on " Light reflected and transmitted 
by thin Plates," which was referred to the Council for publication in 
the Transactions. 

Mr. "Wilde communicated the following account of three erannoges, 
or stockaded islands, discovered in the counties of Leitrim, Longford, and 
Antrim. He also presented and described a number of donations, some 
of which were found in connexion with these erannoges. He said : — 

" On the part of the Earl of Leitrim, who presented the remains of a 
single-piece, flat-bottomed canoe, on the 30th November, 1858, 1 beg to 
remark that it was discovered at Lough Pinn, barony of Mohill, and county 
of Leitrim, in the year 1847. It is of oak, but not black, like that obtained 
from bogs; is 13 feet long, and 2 broad, with nearly parallel sides, now 
about 4 inches deep, and square ends, somewhat similar to that figured 
in Shirley's 'History of the Territory of Farney,' page 210. The sides 
are now nearly imperfect, and, like other articles of wood presented to 
the Museum, it would have split, but that it has been recently hooped 
with iron. In continuation of similar articles belonging to the Academy, 
it will be marked No. 6 in the registration, to follow that given at page 
205 of the printed Catalogue. His Lordship has kindly accompanied his 
gift with the following notice, which I have recently received from him : — 

" 'The boat was found in the mud when the lake was lowered, near 
an old castle at the point of the peninsula from whence this place and 
district takes its name. The district was formerly called Cohmaicne- 
Moyrein. In front of the old castle there is an island, now covered with 
natural wood of ash and thorn, and at the time the lake was lowered 
I found that this island was formed of wooden piles of very slight scant- 
ling, but perfectly sound. The paling was interlaced and pegged down 
in a very rude manner, and the island appeared to have been formed 
inside of it, and raised upon a similar description of work. Two other 
ancient boats, but of a different form, were found in the same locality, 
upon the lowering of the waters, and also a boat-chain composed of iron 
rods looped at their ends.' A similar form of boat-chain was found in 
one of the Strokestown erannoges. 

" From this description it is manifest that we have here another eran- 
noge, or stockaded island, in Ireland, in addition to those I have already 
described in the first part of the Catalogue, — this being the twenty-first 
discovered in the county of Leitrim. It is the only wooded erannoge of 
which we have had any notice. Lough Einn is mentioned in the Annals 
of Clonmacnoise, and of the Four Masters, at the year 1 345. Binn gene- 



* Calendar. Canceilaria? Hib., 21 Hen. VII., p. 2726, n. 8. 



